What is compost?
Compost is organic material made from the
decomposition of
living things.
Food and yard waste
break down in the
composting process
to produce nutrients
for plants.

Why compost?
Compost creates healthy
soil by:
• Adding nutrients that
boost plant growth
• Suppressing plant diseases
and pests
• Reducing or eliminating the need for chemical
fertilizers
• Helping soils absorb and hold water, reducing
erosion
Composting fights climate change.
Methane, a potent greenhouse gas, is produced
when food, yard waste, paper, and other organic
materials are dumped in the landfill. In the
short-term, methane has 84 times the
heat-trapping power of carbon dioxide (also a
greenhouse gas). Composting prevents these
methane emissions, making it one
of the easiest actions a
community can take to reduce
overall greenhouse gas
pollution that is causing
climate change.

What happens to food and yard
waste when it leaves my curb?
Your curbside compost goes to A1 Organics, an
industrial composting facility in Eaton, Colorado.
Your materials go into giant piles where it “cooks”
at temperatures of up to 150 degrees, breaking
down materials that wouldn’t decompose in your
backyard compost pile and destroying disease
causing bacteria.

What if I already compost in my
backyard?
That’s great! Curbside composting will take
everything you can’t or might not want to
compost in your backyard, including: weeds (so
seeds don’t go back into your yard), egg shells,
meat, dairy, bones and non-recyclable papers
(facial tissues, paper towels, bright & dark
construction papers) and cups, plates, and
utensils certified compostable by BPI.

How can I save money with the
new 3-cart system?
If you currently subscribe to the larger trash
carts (96 or 64 gallons) you are among the 80
percent of Lafayette residents in the city’s
service area who can get MORE waste-hauling
service for LESS money, and save as much as 51
percent on your trash bill. By separating your
kitchen and yard waste (excluding woody
material) and placing those materials in the
compost cart instead of the trash, you can
downsize to a smaller trash cart and lower your
monthly service bill.
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How do I change my cart sizes?
What can I do to prevent pests and
bad odors?
Be sure to put your food and yard waste in either
a compostable bag (made of plant material) or
paper bag before placing it in your compost cart.
Compostable bags are available at local
businesses such as JAX Ranch & Home, Walmart,
King Soopers, Vitamin Cottage and Sprouts.

To change your cart size,
call Republic Services
at 303-286-1200.

What should I do with my woody
branches?

Can I get finished compost for my
backyard or garden?
Yes! Every April, A1 Organics will drop off 500
cubic yards of finished compost at the Lafayette
Service Center. Republic customers in the city’s
hauling area will be able to pick up free
high-quality compost. Proof of residency with a
copy of a water bill are required for this service.
Tips for improving soil quality and reducing
fertilizer use: For flowers and vegetables, add
1/2 inch compost to the top six inches of soil in
your garden, then work it in with a garden fork or
rototiller. For perennials, add an inch or so of
compost as mulch. For lawns, sprinkle 1/8 to 1/4
inch of compost evenly across the grass. For
indoor plants and potted flowers, use 20%
compost in the soil mix and add small handfuls
to the surface.

Because Boulder County is under a quarantine
for the Emerald Ash Borer, all woody material
must be collected separately and treated before
it can be moved outside of the county. Do not
place woody material in your compost or
trash carts. You can place bundled woody
branches no more than 4 feet in length and no
more than 18 inches in diameter by the curb
next to your compost cart on your day of pick up
(limit 2 bundles) or check the city's website for
details about seasonal collections,
www.cityoflafayette.com/SpringCleanUp.

Questions?
For guidelines for curbside composting and
information on City of Lafayette’s services, visit:
www.cityoflafayette.com/PublicWorks.
For customer service questions or to change cart
sizes, call Republic Services at 303-286-1200,
email csdenver@republicservices.com or visit
www.republicservicesdenver.com/Lafayette.
For more information on composting and
Zero Waste visit Eco-Cycle www.ecocycle.org
or call 303-444-6634.

Hey, Lafayette!
Get Ready for
Curbside Composting!
Composting will reduce
waste, benefit our
environment, and may
even save you money!

